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striking any note of substantial dissent, is marked by a certain
coolness that has won for him the applause of the Nationalist
Press, they responded heartily to the Viceroy's request for
suggestions as to the most effective measures to cope with the
evil.'J

Now, in the first place it is, to say the least, misleading
to say that the Maharaja 'disclaimed* knowledge of the
growth of sedition in the States. What he said was that
as official information was denied him, he had to rely on
the newspapers for the facts. The Maharaja of Rewa, also
relying on the newspapers, said that 'the seditionists have
endeavoured to gain a footing in certain Native States
but I believe they have failed'.3 The Maharaja of Mysore,
in a long and very cordial letter, promises "careful con-
sideration to any further suggestions that it may occur to
Your Excellency's Government to make to tne\3 The
Maharaja of Gwalior thinks that the number of seditious
people in Native States must be 'infinitesimal'.4 Some of
the letters are short and some are long; some lay stress
upon the loyalty of the Princes and their subjects, and
some do not; some make definite suggestions, others
content themselves with more general remarks. What
the Nationalist Press may have said on the subject had
best remain in oblivion: they perhaps regarded it as their
cue to claim the Maharaja as their special friend, and their
self-constituted championship of him probably did him
more damage than the attacks of his enemies* This
championship presumably arose from the liberal views
which he had often expressed on the participation of the
people in the government, and from his strong advocacy
of national expression and self-help in the sphere of
internal progress. The wording of the letter was rather
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